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IHI:  A bundleis a collection of processes 
needed to effectively and safely care for 
patients undergoing particular treatments 
with inherent risks.  
üBundles are small and straightforward.
üIdeally, bundles include a set of 3-5 evidence-based 
interventions.
üWhen combined, these interventions significantly improve 
clinical outcomes.
üAll of the interventions are necessary for providing the best 
care. όά!ƭƭ ƻǊ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎέύ



Reduce healthcare-
associated CDI in 

hospitals, LTACs and 
nursing homes in 

Southeastern PA by 
30% in 18 months
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ÊCan be used when no 
evidence of healthcare 
transmission of CDI has 

occurred

ÊCan be used as a 
standard practice

ÊShould be used in a 
hyperendemicor 

outbreak/cluster situation

BASIC
STRATEGIES:

ENHANCED 
STRATEGIES:



HAND HYGIENE

ÊHand washing with soap and water -
preferred method - OR:

ÊAlcohol-based hand sanitizers 
permitted:

üBefore contact with CDI patient

üAfter removal of gloves - if NOT 
contaminated

ÊPractice hand hygiene after contact 
with the room environment and 
equipment

WASH IN; WASH OUT

Wash hands with soap and water 
before and after contact with each 
CDI patient (alcohol-based hand 

sanitizers NOT permitted)

BASIC ENHANCED



ISOLATION

Hospital Settings:

ÊPrivate room or cohort

ÊPlace patients on contact precautions 
until diarrhea has resolved.

Nursing Home Settings:

ÊPrivate room if possible, or cohort, if 
private room is unavailable.

ÊIf room is shared, practice contact 
precautions, including a risk assessment 
of non-infected roommate.

ÊDedicated equipment to include a 
commode

ÊConsider placing all patients with 
diarrhea in contact precautions until 
CDI is ruled out.

ÊMaintain contact precautions until 
patient is discharged

BASIC ENHANCED



GOWNS AND GLOVES

ÊTo be worn at all times when in 
direct contact with patient/resident 
and/or inanimate objects in the 
immediate vicinity of the 
patient/resident

ÊTo be placed in easily accessible 
locations outside of room and 
stocked regularly

ÊA requirement upon entry into 
patient room

ÊTo be placed in easily accessible 
locations outside of room and 
stocked regularly

BASIC ENHANCED



EQUIPMENT

ÊUse dedicated equipment (e.g., 
stethoscope, blood pressure cuff, 
electronic thermometer)

ÊIf dedication of equipment is not 
possible, disinfect reusable 
equipment with EPA-approved 
germicide after use.

ÊNo rectal thermometers

ÊUse dedicated equipment (e.g., 
stethoscope, blood pressure cuff, 
electronic thermometer)

ÊDisinfect with bleach (depending on 
type of equipment)

BASIC ENHANCED


